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I AM FORGIVEN
...By Pastor Phil
How many times have you asked God to forgive you
of some sin you have committed? How many times
has God forgiven you of those sins? Most of us
believe that God will forgive us of our sins if we ask.
The Bible says He not only forgives, but keeps no
record of our sins.
Most of us have no problem with God’s forgiveness,
but when it comes to us forgiving someone else, we
sometimes have a huge problem.
We want Total Forgiveness from God, but we
are not willing to give Total Forgiveness toward
others.
Have you been wronged by someone and not forgiven
them? Look at what Matthew 6:14-15 says:

“If you forgive those who sin against you, your
heavenly Father will forgive you. But if you refuse to
forgive others, your Father will not forgive your sins.”

This sounds like forgiveness is not optional for
Christians. These passages come right after the
passages we call the “Lord’s Prayer” when Jesus was
asked to teach us how to pray. I think it is interesting
that he only elaborated on verse 12, “and forgive us

our sins, as we have forgiven those who sin against
us.”

Jesus thought forgiveness was important enough to
explain it further. I think that is because he knew how
hard it would be for us to forgive our fellow man.
Jesus knew everything about forgiveness…He
died so our sins could be forgiven.
When you think about it, forgiveness is what the
Christian faith is all about. If you don’t want or need
forgiveness, then you don’t want or need a Savior who
died to forgive your sins. If you don’t need a Savior,
then you don’t need Jesus Christ. Without Jesus there is
no gospel and without “the good news” that Jesus died
for our sins, there is no Christianity.
As Christians, we do need the gospel and we do need a
Savior who died that we may be forgiven. As Christians
we need to forgive those who have wronged us because
God forgave us and He says we must forgive them.
Remember when Peter asked Jesus about forgiveness?
We find it in Matthew 18:21. “Then Peter came to him

and asked, “Lord, how often should I forgive someone
who sins against me? Seven times?” No, not seven
times,” Jesus replied, “but seventy times seven!

Jesus gave up His life so God could totally forgive me of
my sins. How hard is it for me to forgive my fellow man
of his sins? Ask Jesus to give you the power to totally
forgive today so that we may live at peace with one
another and with our Loving and Forgiving Heavenly
Father.

WHO HAVE YOU FORGIVEN TODAY?

CHILDREN AND YOUTH ... FROM CYNDI SANCHEZ
I hope everyone is well, safe, and healthy. This summer is different than normal, and it is crazy to see how rapidly
everything is changing. I still find it difficult to adapt to the new norm of wearing masks, but it is a small price to pay
to keep us COVID-free! Due to the increased COVID-19 cases, Master's Camp 2020 was cancelled. This was hard
news to hear, as our youth were looking forward to spending time together at Alto Frio. However, this decision was
made prayerfully, and under the circumstances, it was the best action to keep our youth safe and healthy.
Unfortunately, this also means that our TV fundraiser will be put on hold until we return back to church. We will have
the drawing 2-3 weeks after we return and give people a chance to still participate. All funds will be used for youth
activities and/or Youth Camp 2021.
Our school situation for this year looks different as well. Most schools are starting in mid-August with virtual
instruction. For example, my son's school will be online for the first three weeks and have the option of online
attendance, physical attendance, or a combination of both after that period. This isn't the school year that anyone
pictured, but know this troublesome season is only temporary.
Remember, our Lord has never left our side and will continuously be with us as
we take on these new situations and their challenges. Psalm 118:6-8 says,
"The Lord is on my side; I will not fear. What can man do to me? The Lord is
on my side as my helper; I shall look in triumph on those who hate me."
Isn't it wonderful knowing such truth?
This month MDO Children will be having a mini sports camp. I will be working with
the elementary children on prayer and with the youth on devotions.
This may not be a typical summer given the circumstances, but I think we can
agree on one thing—this Texas heat has not changed! Wear your mask, keep
social distancing, and try to stay near an A/C!
Have a blessed day!

Psalm 56:3 (NLT)

But when I am afraid,

I will put my trust in you.
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GOD IS GOOD
ALL THE TIME

Musical Moment ...

Billie Schneider

Did you ever look in the mirror, and just for a split second, wonder WHO IS
THAT? Perhaps your features have slowly changed and you didn’t even notice
it. You still feel like that young, alert person with unlimited energy – and dark
hair. Who is this person in your mirror with wrinkles and gray hair? It might even
be a less dramatic change in appearance, but you just don’t recognize the
person you’ve become.
The Bible tells us right at the beginning, Genesis Chapter 1 in fact, that God said He was going to make us in His
image. Some people might find a long argument in that, saying we all look different so how can we look like God.
I firmly believe that in some way we probably do look like God physically, but God was referring
primarily to His characteristics.
When I tried to look up the characteristics of God, I found a fairly lengthy list so I’ll only refer to a few here.
There are examples of each in multiple locations in the Bible.
UNIQUE – There is only one God. (1 Kings 8:60)
LOVING – God is love. (1 John 4:8)
GIVING – Gives us everything we need. (1 Timothy 6:17, James 1:17)
STABLE (UNCHANGING) – God is the same yesterday, today and tomorrow. (Malachi 3:6)
HONEST (TRUE) – God cannot lie. (Numbers 23:19, Titus 1:2)
Now let’s go back and look in the mirror. We can easily agree with the first characteristic; we are definitely
unique, not like anyone else. (Even twins can be very different.) Let’s take inventory on the rest of that list. As
Christians we certainly want to be an example of God, or “in His image”. Does your mirror show a loving, giving,
honest person? We might see some of those attributes, or see them some of the time. We have to constantly
work at being an earthly image of God – an example of his characteristics to our fallen world.
Every few days for breakfast Bill cooks me an egg with a face. He carefully places
little pieces of bacon in the skillet for the eyes, nose and mouth and cracks the
egg on top. However, through no fault of his, the features shift under the weight
of the egg making it look entirely different than he intended. It seems that’s what
happens to us. God made us in His image, capable of the best characteristics, but
through the pressures of the world around us and our own stubborn will, we
become something totally different than He intended.
We need to study His word, pray and constantly work to be Christ-like
in every way. Sing a song to help you focus:

AUGUST

BONNYE'S BIBLE STUDY
Bonnye Vidal has just finished her Bible Study on the book of Acts. We previously shared
with you that she had finished a Bible Study in Exodus. We are including a portion of Part 1
Study of Acts today --- if you are interested in receiving more of Bonnye's Bible Studies,
please email her at gillowtex@hotmail.com or email the church office.

THE DEACONS WILL BE MEETING AUGUST 1 AND WILL
DISCUSS COVID-19 AND WHEN IT MIGHT BE PERMISSABLE
TO REOPEN THE SANCTUARY FOR WORSHIP SERVICES.

